
 

Using an ATV for Food Plots 
 

One thing that rings true is that food plots easily draw a hunter’s attention more than any other single project. From a 
habitat perspective; food plots are a small part of the overall biological plan. However, because food plots excite nature 
enthusiasts, turn-the-dirt, and provide a food source for wildlife, they help create interest in broader range of habitat 
practices. Using an ATV will not replace a compact tractor while constructing your food plot, but it can produce good 
results for smaller projects with a few common accessories. 
 
Below are a few tips about utilizing ATVs to ensure successful food plot construction: 
 
Select the right ATV 
 

• Choose an ATV of 500cc or more, 4 (WD), high ground clearance and equipped for habitat work with rear electrical 
connections, ball hitch, skid plates, tires filled with anti-flat liquids, etc. 

  
Select a good planter  
 

• An all-in-one food plot planter that combines harrows, seeder, roller and drag, such as the 
Plotmaster, Brillion, Firminator, etcetera, is best if you have to move equipment to a 
distant property. The individual pieces can be purchased separately, but this increases the 
amount of equipment to transport back and forth to your property.  
  

 Winter wheat applications using a 500cc ATV and an all-in-one food plot planter 
 

• Using an ATV model all-in-one food plot planter behind a 500cc ATV works well for planting 
a winter wheat field on tilled ground. 

• The wheels allow the right amount of pressure to let the discs, planter and roller perform 
at top efficiency and at the right depth. It allows the ATV to pull it with steady results. 

• The height of the transport wheels easily adjusts on the fly to control ground pressure. 
• The roller’s efficient soil to seed contact c a n  produce germination within seven days.   
• The same method works well for milo or soybean food plots with spring planting 
• An all-in one food plot planter performs equally as well to disturb ground ahead of using 

an ATV  mounted broadcast spreader attachment to broadcaast winter wheat or other 
green browse mixes.  An ATV chain harrow or the ATV tires can be used to run over the 
plot and initiate soil to seed contact. This also prevents the local turkey population from 
finding and eating all the broadcast seed. 

 
Soil Fertilization Recommendations 

 
• 600 lbs. of pelletized lime and up to 500 lbs. of 13-13- 13 fertilizer per acre, is the standard recommendation. 
• A soil test is recommended every two years. 

 
 

If you would like more information on using an ATV  for habitat work or category 1 compact tractor, please contact  
QUWF at ADMIN@quwf.net . 
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